
TNR vs. Alternative Approaches
What Really Works for Feral Cats?

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS AND  WHY  THEY DON'T WORK

Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) is the most effective and humane method for managing
feral cat populations. Through TNR, feral cats are trapped, spayed/neutered,
vaccinated, and returned to their outdoor homes where they are monitored and
cared for by dedicated caretakers. Socialized kittens and friendly adults are placed
into adoptive homes whenever possible. However, some people consider alternative
methods-but do they actually work? Let's take a look at the pros and cons.
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DOING NOTHING APPROACH
PROS

No effort required

CONS
Cats continue to breed-populations increase
Nuisance behaviors persist (fighting, yowling, spraying)
Kittens suffer on the streets with no medical care or protection
More sick, starving, and injured cats

REALITY
Ignoring the problem only makes it worse

TRAP - NEUTER - RETURN
PROS

Most effective & humane approach for managing feral cat
populations
Reduces nuisance behaviors like yowling, fighting, and spraying
Improves cat health-reduces disease transmission and suffering
Prevents endless cycles of reproduction
Less expensive than removal methods, thanks to volunteers &
caregivers

CONS
Requires time and effort to trap the cats
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JUST STOP FEEDING
PROS

NONE

CONS
Cats remain and take greater risks to find food
Population doesn't decrease-cats continue to breed
Unhealthy, starving cats with higher disease risks
Inhumane & illegal in many areas to knowingly withhold food

REALITY
Hunger won't make cats disappear-it just increases suffering

TRAP & TAKE TO A SHELTER
PROS

Some cats are removed 

CONS
Most shelters do not accept feral cats
Difficult & expensive to trap every cat
Risk of trapping a neighbor's pet
Vacuum Effect-when cats are removed, new cats move in and
breed again

REALITY
Temporary fix that doesn't stop the cycle

TRAP & RELOCATE TO A SANCTUARY OR BARN
PROS

Cats removed from the area

CONS
Sanctuaries are rare & often full
Relocation success is uncertain-cats may try to return to their
original home
Requires a month-long confinement period for the cat to adjust
Limited barn homes available

REALITY
Relocation is difficult, expensive, and often unsuccessful
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TRAP & ABANDON ELSEWHERE
PROS

NONE

CONS
Illegal & inhumane-abandoning a cat is animal cruelty
Cats suffer & face extreme dangers-cars, predators, starvation
Doesn't solve the problem, just moves it elsewhere

REALITY
Abandoning cats is cruel and unlawful

The Bottom Line: TNR is the Only Effective & Ethical Solution 

Unlike alternative methods that are cruel, ineffective, or illegal, TNR works by
addressing the root cause-uncontrolled reproduction.Through TNR and managed
care, we can create healthier, more stable feral cat communities.

Want to help? 
Support Feed & Fix Foundation! Donate, volunteer, 

or spread the word about TNR.
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